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The New Testament in Antiquity is a textbook for college and seminary students penned by three

evangelical scholars with over fifty years of combined experience in the classroom. Their challenge

was to build a text that would be engaging, academically robust, richly illustrated, and relevant to the

modern student. This book strikes a balance between being accessible to all students and

challenging them to explore the depths of the New Testament within its cultural worlds. The New

Testament in Antiquity carefully develops how Jewish and Hellenistic cultures formed the essential

environment in which the New Testament authors wrote their books and letters. It argues that

knowing the land, history, and culture of this world brings remarkable new insights into how we read

the New Testament itself. Numerous sidebars provide windows into the Jewish, Hellenistic, and

Roman worlds and integrate this material directly with the interpretation of the literature of the New

Testament. This is an ideal introductory text for classroom use, with ample discussion questions and

bibliographies.
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The New Testament in Antiquity: A Survey of the New Testament Within Its Cultural Contexts by

Burge, Cohick and Green is an excellent resource for studying the New Testament. The book is

labeled as, and probably largely used as, a textbook for college and seminary students, but I can

attest to the fact that it is not limited to just classroom use. I am not in Bible College or Seminary and

I found the book to be very beneficial. Much of our understanding of what is written in the Bible



starts with understanding the contexts in which it was written. If we misunderstand, or misrepresent

the original context we can come away with a warped and incorrect view of what a passage of

Scripture actually says. This is where a New Testament survey is helpful for a better understanding

of the Bible.This book begins with a few introductory chapters that lay the groundwork for a better

understanding of the New Testament. These chapters are: Studying the New Testament, The

Historical Setting of the New Testament, The World of Jesus in His Jewish Homeland, The

Mediterranean World of the Apostle Paul, Sources for the Story of Jesus, The Story of Jesus and

The Teachings of Jesus. These chapters are helpful in viewing the big picture of the New

Testament before the authors explore the individual books more closely. The introductory chapter

briefly focuses on topics like our bias, the importance of context, knowing the land, knowing the

history, and knowing the culture. These are vital for proper interpretation. One of the first things I

noticed as I was working through these chapters is the amount of pictures, charts, maps and

timelines. I do not believe that there are back to back pages in the entire book that are void of some

form of visual help.
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